
'To make art is to argue for the fact that we exist.' Paul Tran

Austin 
Berlin

SPACES AND EXPERIENCES

CELEBRATING

Aesop Queer Cities Guide

LGBTQIA+

Chicago 
Edinburgh

Los Angeles 
London

Melbourne 
Nashville

San Diego 
San Francisco

New York 
Paris

Sydney 
Taipei

Tokyo 
Toronto



A compendium of 
queer spaces
As an ode to the queer venues that educate, unify, shelter and spread joy, LGBTQIA+ 
Aesopians have raided their rainbow-hued rolodexes to share a selection of cherished 
destinations from the cities they call home.

From the hush of queer bookstores to the hum of local cafes and blare of prized drag bars, 
together these recommendations echo with the history of queer activism, memories of 
dancefloor encounters, and those pivotal moments when self-affirmation is found. These 
noted venues are accompanied by a trio of freshly penned fables by some of the most 
thought-provoking queer writers of today—bedtime stories for adults, if you will, to enjoy 
after a day of exploration.

Expressive rather than exhaustive, this guide is best enjoyed alongside a coffee or 
cocktail—perhaps with a pencil at hand to add your own finds along the way.

Happy exploring.

For recommended LGBTQIA+ reads, author interviews, a Pride playlist and details of Aesop Queer Libraries across 
the globe, please visit www.aesop.com/r/celebrating-pride/
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AUSTIN UNITED STATES

BookWoman 
5501 N Lamar A-105, 78751 
@bookwomanaustin

This queer-owned feminist bookstore has been 
sharing stories of difference and defiance since 
1975. Providing a warm, welcoming environ-
ment for bibliophiles of all stripes, it is also where 
many books for Aesop Queer Libraries in the US 
were purchased from.  
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BERLIN GERMANY
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1 Kink Bar and Restaurant 
Schönhauser Allee 176, 10119 
@kink.bar.restaurant

Despite its name, this venue has no strict dress 
code. Set in a former brewery compound, the 
space hosts DJs and live music, with imaginative 
cocktails and not-too-small plates served in 
industrial surrounds or on the secluded patio.  

2 Romeo und Romeo 
Motzstraße 20, 10777 
@romeoundromeo

Never was a story of more woe than that of 
missing the last batch of vegan brownies at Ro-
meo und Romeo. Serving cakes and coffee in 
the morning, which make way for spritzes and 
beers come the afternoon, the café is positioned 
on a corner with outside seating, making it the 
ideal spot for people-watching and, perchance, 
the start of a romance—though hopefully not of 
the star-crossed variety.  
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BERLIN GERMANY

Hua International Gallery 
Potsdamer Str. 81B, 10785  
@hua_international

Literaturhaus 
Fasanenstraße 23, 10719 
@literaturhausberlin23

With exhibitions focusing on socially engaged 
art, this contemporary art space shows compel-
ling international artists that stimulate discussion.  

Hosting regular readings and other events, 
Literaturhaus is a welcoming bookstore and 
café that has a sizable selection of books by 
queer authors. Come for the cake, leave full of 
thought-provoking ideas.  
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Roses Bar 
Oranienstraße 187, 10999

Zsa Zsa Burger 
Motzstraße 28, 10777  
@zsazsaburger

Pink fur adorns the walls of this late-night bar, 
where cheap beer flows as the music blares 
and disco balls shine through the clouds of 
cigarette smoke. This is a Berlin queer classic, 
often visited as a pre-drinking spot before the 
clubs, but which regularly becomes the one-
stop destination of the night. 

In cities where underground bars and 3am DJ 
sets may result in less-than-sprightly mornings 
after, establishments that cut through weariness 
with a sizable helping of grease are—at least to 
the bleary-eyed—vital. Step in Zsa Zsa Burg-
er—a queer-centric eatery with a great selection 
of creative recipes, including vegan options and 
the famed ‘Swiss Miss Burger’ with raclette 
cheese.

5 The Marlene Dietrich 
Collection at Deutsche 
Kinemathek 
Potsdamer Str. 81B, 10785  
@deutschekinemathek

‘Glamour is what I sell, it’s my stock in trade’ said 
Marlene Dietrich, whose style, and status as 
a queer icon, flows through the rooms of this 
permanent collection, which includes movie 
costumes, written materials and photographs. 
Always ready with a one-liner as sharp as the 
cut of her tuxedo, Dietrich openly defied gender 
norms to challenge the heteronormativity of old 
Hollywood. A must-visit.
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BERLIN GERMANY
She said Books 
Kottbusser Damm 79, 10967  
@shesaidbooks

She said Books is a queer feminist bookstore 
and café in Neukölln, offering a wide selection of 
literature written by women and LGBTQIA+ peo-
ple from around the world. The venue also hosts 
community gatherings and serves freshly baked 
pastries and great coffee throughout the day.
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CHICAGO UNITED STATES

Roger Brown 
Study Collection 
1926 N Halsted St, 60614   
@rogerbrownstudycollection

This building was the home and studio of artist 
Roger Brown, an influential figure in the Chicago 
Imagists movement of the mid-twentieth cen-
tury. Brown was posthumously inducted into 
the world’s only known municipally sponsored 
LGBTQIA+ hall of fame in 2004.
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EDINBURGH SCOTLAND
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1 Lighthouse Books 
43-45 West Nicolson Street, 
EH8 9DB  
@lighthousebks

Shining a light on some of the most thought-pro-
voking queer and feminist texts both past and 
present, Lighthouse Books describes itself as 
Edinburgh's radical bookshop. The friendly 
staff always have interesting recommendations, 
whether fiction or non-fiction.

2 Diane Chorley: 
Down the Flick 
Assembly George Square 
Studios, EH8 9LH 
@dianechorley

Currently set to return for another likely-to-sell-
out stint at Edinburgh Festival this August, Diane 
Chorley—aka The Duchess—weaves together 
joyful queer-themed songs and hilarious stories 
about her (albeit fictitious) past as an 80s pop 
star and club owner.
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LONDON ENGLAND

The Cock Tavern 
340 Kennington Rd, SE11 4LD  
@thecocktavernlondon

This free-spirited pub has a ‘Georgian Tiki style’ 
interior—a concept that may, admittedly, make 
the Aesop store design team’s heads spin, 
but which nonetheless makes for a distinctly 
convivial atmosphere. DJ sets are focused on 
cheesy pop and disco, which is the perfect 
soundscape to drown out any pretentious 
inhibitions that may stymie a good time.
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The Bay Leaf 
133 Mortimer St 
Herne Bay, CT6 5EX  
@bayleafcoffeehouse

While many Londoners may spend a lifetime 
never venturing outside of the M25, those that 
do know the joys that lie beyond. For example, 
take this queer-owned Sri Lankan café in Herne 
Bay—a coastal town just an hour and a half 
from the capital—which serves everything from 
flavoursome curries to moreish cake. You will not 
find this in Shoreditch.



5 Frog Bakery 
44 Peckham Rd, SE5 8PX  
@frogbakery

Perfuming the streets of South East London with 
the scent of freshly made cardamom buns, ba-
guettes and savoury pastries, this new bakery 
was established by Ottolenghi and Brick House 
Bakery alumni. It has a strong community-driven 
ethos and is just a short stroll away from the bril-
liant South London Gallery.
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LONDON ENGLAND

The Old Ship 
17 Barnes St, E14 7NW 

Royal Vauxhall Tavern 
372 Kennington Lane 
London SE11 5HY 
@rvtofficial

Unlike many other queer-friendly pubs lost to 
gentrification in the past 10 years, this iconic ven-
ue refuses to sink—mainly thanks to the tight-
knit community that continues to rally around it. 
Located, rather unexpectedly, in the environs of 
Stepney Green, the walls are covered with new 
and old art—some more questionable than the 
rest. More importantly, zero judgment is given.  

One of London's oldest gay pubs, the RVT has 
hosted some of the UK’s most startling cabaret 
acts and drag queens, not to mention (once, in 
the 80s) Princess Diana. The walls give off aro-
mas of romances found and lost over the de-
cades—a beautiful thing to ponder.

3 The Glory 
281 Kingsland Rd, E2 8AS  
@thegloryldn

Take a traditional East London boozer, mix with 
drag king competitions, eye-popping caba-
ret acts and shake with a sizable measure of 
warmth—and ridiculousness—and you are 
somewhere near the recipe that The Glory has 
concocted. Consume with immoderation.

2 Gay’s The Word 
66 Marchmont Street, 
WC1N 1AB  
@gaysthewordbookshop

Founded in 1979, this queer cornerstone is the 
oldest LGBTQIA+ bookshop in the UK. As depict-
ed in the 2014 film Pride, the store has also acted 
as a headquarters for queer activism throughout 
its colourful history. Many of the books found in 
the London edition of the Aesop Queer Library 
were sourced from Gay’s The Word, which con-
tinues to unite the community through live events 
and sharing the very best in queer literature, from 
cult classics to emerging writers. 
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LOS ANGELES UNITED STATES

The Black Cat 
3909 Sunset Blvd, 90029 
@theblackcatla

A bar and restaurant best known for its signif-
icance in LGBTQIA+ history. In 1967, demon-
strations against police brutality towards the 
community took place at The Black Cat—fore-
runners of the Stonewall Riots.
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2 Precinct 
336 S Hill St, 90013  
@precinctdtla

When it comes to an end-of-the-day libation, 
convenience is often a foremost factor. Lucky 
for us Aesopians, then, that this gay bar is just a 
few blocks from Aesop Downtown LA. However, 
it is also well worth a visit from all the way across 
town—Precinct hosts weekly drag shows and 
has long been an essential part of the city’s 
queer scene. 



6 The Juicy Leaf 
2614 Arthur St Ste B, 90065  
@thejuicyleaf

A favoured destination among green-fingered 
gays, bisexual botanists and plant enthusiasts 
of all genders and sexualities, this queer-owned 
boutique store in Glassell Park offers unique de-
signer terrariums and succulent arrangements. 
They also specialise in driftwood sculpture, 
handmade glass and pottery, plus a selection of 
vintage furniture and objects.
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LOS ANGELES UNITED STATES

La Cita Bar 
336 S Hill St, 90013  
@lacitabar

The New Jalisco Bar 
245 S Main St, 90012  
@the_newjaliscobar

Nickel Diner 
524 S Main St, 90013  
@nickeldiner

A vibrant queer bar in Downtown LA that hosts 
drag shows every weekend. Its Bloody Mary is 
legendary.

A lively Latinx LGBTQIA+ institution for perfor-
mance, libations, and dancing, located in Down-
town LA. Perhaps not the best location for a 
quiet drink.

This diner is owned by Kris and Monica—a 
queer couple who are embedded in the com-
munity and continually give back to it. They start-
ed a ‘Pay It Forward’ meal program that offers 
weekly meals to the unhoused. Excellent food, 
served with a side of uplifting ethics.



MELBOURNE AUSTRALIA
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Hares & Hyenas
79—81 Fitzroy St, St Kilda, 3182 
@hareshyenas

Mr. Price's Food Store 
502 Queensberry St, 3051  

An LGBTQIA+ bookstore, café and events 
space offering a world full of stories about living 
your truth, shared experience and queer joy.

The dinner party: potentially delightful, but all too 
often tarnished by the proficiency of the cook—
or else guests who overstay their welcome. 
Luckily, Mr Price and his husband are well-
versed in hosting an intimate dining experience, 
mixing charm with winning cuisine. This homely 
restaurant is tucked away but has become a 
cherished establishment for many who seek 
nourishing food and conversation. Just be sure 
to take heed of the closing time.
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Australian Queer Archives 
79-81 Fitzroy Street, St Kilda, 
3182 

Fairfield AIDS 
Memorial Garden 
Fairfield, 3078 

A veritable treasure trove of answers to all sorts 
of queer queries, this incredible resource cov-
ers everything LGBTQIA+ in Australia, past and 
present. Opened in 1978, the archive also runs 
queer history walks, a youth programme and 
more.

A solemn reminder of the immensity of lost lives, 
memory and the passing of time, this rugged 
native garden is hidden near the Yarra River on 
the site of the former Fairfield Infectious Diseas-
es Hospital.

5

3

MELBOURNE AUSTRALIA

Big Esso by Mabu Mabu 
Swanston St & Flinders St, 
3000 
@mabu_mabu_aus

Workshops by James Lemon 
41, Arthurton Rd, Northcote, 
3070  
@jameslemon

This Indigenous-owned restaurant group 
spotlights native ingredients, bringing ancient 
medicine into the modern day. Where possible, 
they source from First Nations, queer-led, wom-
en-led, and environmentally conscious produc-
ers who share similar values.

Whether or not you know your spalling from 
your sgraffito, James Lemon is here to help ce-
ramic enthusiasts of all genders and sexualities 
discover the joy of working with clay. Combining 
humour, social commentary and warm guid-
ance, these workshops make for an absorbing 
activity in which to throw away worries and fire 
up feelings of queer confidence.
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NASHVILLE UNITED STATES

The Lipstick Lounge 
1400 Woodland St, 37206 
@the_lipstick_lounge

East Nashville's Lipstick Lounge is part of the 
Lesbian Bar Project, which seeks to celebrate, 
support and preserve the 21 lesbian bars re-
maining in the US. All are welcome and celebrat-
ed at this low-key watering hole. Karaoke, live 
performances and inexpensive fare all contrib-
ute to the sounds of ‘Queer Music City’.
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NEW YORK CITY UNITED STATES

Black Flamingo 
168 Borinquen Pl, Brooklyn, 
11211  
@blackflamingonyc

There comes a certain time in one’s life when 
the prospect of a packed nightclub may lead to 
questions such as ‘Will there be seating?’ and 
‘Does it really start at 2am?’ This is where the 
restaurant-cum-club concept comes in, with a 
perfect example being the Black Flamingo in 
Williamsburg, Brooklyn. Not only does it allow 
visitors to segue from small plates to shimmies 
with ease, but it is also a warm and welcoming 
venue with a diverse, fun-loving crowd.
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2 Mood Ring 
1260 Myrtle Ave, Brooklyn, 
11221  
@moodringnyc

A brilliantly divey bar, where Cosmos are served 
with a side of cosmology. The interiors of Mood 
Ring are inspired by the dreamy intensity of 
Wong Kar-wai's films, and the bar's cosy back-
room dance floor makes it easy to lose yourself in 
the noise—or else an astrology-themed cocktail. 
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NEW YORK CITY UNITED STATES
The Leslie-Lohman Museum 
26 Wooster St, 10013  
@leslielohmanmuseum

Nowadays 
56-06 Cooper Ave, Queens, 
11385  
@nowadaysnyc

Papi Juice at Elsewhere 
599 Johnson Ave, Brooklyn, 
11237  
@papijuicebk

This beautiful space engages the LGBTQIA+ 
community and its allies in queer-centred con-
versations and experiences through the visual 
arts. Located in SoHo, it hosts both physical and 
virtual installations, and is one of the oldest arts 
groups focusing on the collection and preserva-
tion of queer art.

With a commitment to providing a safer space 
for people of colour, queer and trans individu-
als and all marginalised identities, Nowadays is 
a place where you can truly be yourself on the 
dance floor, without financial or social worry 
(the entry fee is on a sliding scale for those who 
need it).

An iconic Brooklyn party geared to queer people 
of colour. It usually occurs once a month, and 
always with an international line-up of queer DJs.  

5 C'mon Everybody 
325 Franklin Ave, Brooklyn, 
11238  
@cmoneverybodybk

A queer-operated bar and entertainment venue 
that promotes themed events such as comedy 
shows, tribute nights and more. They are inten-
tional about uplifting those who have struggled 
expressing themselves within the larger live arts 
community of NYC—notably, queer people of 
colour.
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PARIS FRANCE

À La Folie 
Parc de La Villette, 26 avenue 
Corentin Cariou, 75019  
@alafolie.paris

Les Mots à la Bouche 
7 rue Saint-Ambroise, 75011  
@les_motsalabouche

With an interior as colourful and high-spirited as 
its patrons, À La Folie rivals the glory days of 
Le Palace—Paris’s answer to Studio 54—when 
it comes to throwing a good party. They host 
events for all families and all people, with drag 
shows, balls, brunches, dance parties and a fa-
mous (or perhaps infamous) Sunday drag bingo 
hosted by Minima Gesté.

An iconic LGBTQIA+ library which previously 
existed in Le Marais, the queer district of Paris, 
until it was forced to close down. They man-
aged to move out to the 11th arrondissement to 
continue sharing plenty of stories, writings and 
photography about sexuality, gender and racial 
identity. Here’s to the next chapter.
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SAN DIEGO UNITED STATES

Paru 
441 Girard Ave, La Jolla, 
92037  
@parutea

A prize spot for spilling the proverbial tea, Paru 
specialises in high-quality tea blends and creat-
ing a convivial atmosphere for all guests. Owned 
by two queer POC women, they also host com-
munity gatherings and events such as writers’ 
workshops.
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SAN FRANCISCO UNITED STATES

Kohshi 
1737 Post St, 94115 

Pay a visit to Kotaro, the proprietor of this excel-
lent establishment, for a lively chat and to sam-
ple one of the best Japanese incense selections 
in the US.
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SYDNEY AUSTRALIA

The Bookshop Darlinghurst 
207 Oxford St, Darlinghurst, 
2010  
@bookshopdarlo

This 40-year-standing store offers an impressive 
collection of books and magazines, and was 
where the majority of the books for the Aesop 
Queer Library in Paddington, Sydney were 
sourced from in 2021.
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TAIPEI TAIWAN

Café Dalida
No. 51, Lane 10, Chengdu Rd, 
Wanhua District 
@cafedalidataipei

Peering through the lush vegetation at Café Dal-
ida, one may spot the striking plumage of some 
of Taipei’s most exciting drag stars. A place 
where eccentricities are free to flourish and 
bloom, this verdant space is one of the oldest 
queer-centric bars in Taiwan. Also welcoming 
to the lesser-spotted straight individual, it is 
known as a trusted establishment for raucous 
evenings out.
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2 Wildflower Bookstore 
No. 7, Lane 69, Sec. 1, 
Chengde Rd, Datong District  
@wildflowerbookstore

This independent arts-focused bookstore sells 
a wide variety of publications to Taipei’s vibrant 
creative—and queer—communities.   
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TAIPEI TAIWAN
Par Store 
No. 1, Lane 3, Chifeng St, 
Datong Dist, 103  
@par_store

Rainbow Queer
No. 70 號 9, Section 2
Roosevelt Rd, Zhongzheng 
District 
@rainbowqueer520

Wonder Bar 
No. 183, Fuxing N Rd, 
Songshan District  
@wonderbar.tpe

While the label ‘lifestyle store’ may too often be 
used for any shop containing a coffee machine 
and row of croissants, Par Store is a true exten-
sion of how its founders, musician Hom Shen-
hao and designer Lo Yi Fan. live. Expect live DJ 
sets, limited-edition band T-shirts, arts publica-
tions and more. Just look out for the neon cat 
sign, then follow the steps down into Taipei’s 
underground culture.

A friendly space for the LGBTQIA+ community, 
Rainbow Queer hosts workshops and exhibi-
tions, in addition to providing resources and a 
clinic for locals and visitors.

A cosy lesbian bar with a warm and welcom-
ing vibe, serving classic and more experimental 
cocktails according to each visitor’s preference.  

5 Coffee Flair 
No. 11-1, Lane 13, Shuang- 
cheng St, Zhongshan District  
@coffee_flair

With not just a flair for creating the perfect 
flat white, but also a passion for supporting 
LGBTQIA+ issues, this café is a convivial cor-
nerstone for the queer community.



TORONTO CANADA
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1 Craig's Cookies 
483 Church St, ON M4Y 2C6 
@craigscookies

A Gay Village staple, Craig’s Cookies is a queer-
owned space that serves delicious morsels of 
baked sweetness.  With over 100 recipes—from 
maple bacon to pecan butter tart—the goods 
are as characterful as the customers. To quote 
the wise words of that esteemed azure orator, 
the Cookie Monster: ‘Me want cookie!’ Quite.
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TORONTO CANADA

Sunil Gupta at 
Ryerson Image Centre 
33 Gould St, ON M5B 1E9 
@ricgallery

Photographer Sunil Gupta has been a promi-
nent voice and image-maker in queer politics 
since his teens, participating in New York’s Gay 
Liberation Movement in the 70s and more re-
cently campaigning for gay rights in India, his 
birthplace. Capturing his experiences as a gay 
man of colour living with HIV in Canada, the US, 
England and India, this retrospective is a unique 
opportunity to explore his striking work. The ex-
hibition closes on 6 August 2022.
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Buddies in Bad Times 
Theatre
2 Alexander St, ON M4Y 1B4  
@buddiesto

Glad Day Bookshop
499 Church St, ON M4Y 2C6  
@gladdaybookshop

Rooted in the principles and values of queer 
liberation, this leading destination for alternative 
theatre continues to support voices that ques-
tion sexual and cultural norms. A space that re-
mains as vital and compelling as it was when it 
first opened its doors in 1979.

Offering a wide selection of titles by LGBTQIA+ 
authors, including a section dedicated to 
two-spirit and indigenous narratives, this queer 
bookshop also hosts a renowned drag brunch 
and special events in its cosy, convivial sur-
rounds. Many of the books featured in the US 
editions of the Aesop Queer Library were pur-
chased from its expertly curated shelves.  



TOKYO JAPAN
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Dorobune 
205, 2-7-3 Shinjuku   
@dorobune1222

Aiiro Cafe 
〒160-0022 Tokyo, 
Shinjuku City, Shinjuku, 2 
Chome−18−1, 7 Tenka Bld, 1F  
@aiirocafe

Hidden away from the bustling bars and neon 
lights of the Ni-Chome LGTBQIA+ district, this 
relaxed lesbian bar welcomes all—including pa-
trons’ canine companions.

Walk through the rainbow-coloured arch at the 
entrance of this bar and prepare for time to 
speed up. Here nights tend to stretch until far 
later than intended; perhaps it is the 1000 Yen 
bottomless beer, maybe it is the raucous drag 
queen performances—the mystery remains 
unsolved.





The Aesop 
Queer Libraries
Complimentary books by LGBTQIA+ authors to cherish, share and discuss. 

20 – 26 June 
Aesop Silver Lake, Los Angeles 
Aesop Williamsburg, New York 
Aesop Queen Street West, Toronto

28 June – 5 July 
Aesop Soho, London

20 – 27 July 
Aesop Fasanenstrasse, Berlin

11 – 19 October 
Aesop Shinjuku, Tokyo 
Aesop Shinsaibashi, Osaka

24 – 31 October 
Aesop Gough Street, Hong Kong

27 – 31 October 
Aesop Taipei—specific store to be announced

Explore the books, author interviews and more by scanning below.






